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Dear Reader,

upcoming dates:

Promotions & Public Relations Committee (PaPR) would like to present
to you the Iota Pi Chapter Newsletter for Fall 2017!
Iota Pi had a handle of events this past quarter and summer, with
National Convention in the mix as well. We hope you enjoy reading
through our quarterly newsletter as much as we enjoyed making it
happen.
Happy Holidays and New Year!

January 7, 5:00 PM
1st Winter Quarter Meeting
January 12-14, 6:00 PM
DLC 2018 @ Corvallis, OR
January 28
Progressive Dinner
February 3
Family Line Night

AEA & MLITB
Yours truly,

February 16
Get a Clue Night

Iota Pi (ΙΠ)
PaPR Committee

February 24
Chinese New Year Parade
March 2-4
Alumni Weekend
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National Convention 2017

N

atCon 2017 in Orlando,
Florida was a magical
experience
where
brothers and sisters from all five
districts came together attend
various workshops, meet and bond
with others, and most importantly
vote
on
the
organization’s
leadership for the next two years.
In addition, brothers and sisters at
the convention received a free day,
where people had the chance to
visit the amazing parks of Orlando,
such as Disney World or Universal
Studios. Iota Pi was fortunate
enough to have five active members
attend National Convention: Luis
Manjarrez, Max Rosenberg, David
Horwitz, Emma Gracyk, and
Teresa Marcial-of course joined
by the mascot Eduardo. Out of the
five, three brothers were proctors.
David Horwitz was the delegate
Iota Pi, while Gracyk and Manjarrez
were proxies for two other schools
not in attendance. The week of
NatCon was a long adventure with
little sleep, lots of laughter, and
much discussion to decide the
best future for the organization.
After a six hour journey
by plane, brothers arrived to the
beautiful Hilton hotel one by
one both exhausted but full of
adrenaline. The first day began
with a joint opening session. The
room was stuffy with the humid
Florida heat and sweaty bodies,
but the energy in the room was like
nothing ever felt before. Brothers
and sisters ran around greeting old

friends from all around the country.
In addition, many people were
dancing and singing to the amazing
alumni pep band performing before
the speech. After opening sessions
were done, we all got a taste of true
Florida weather. It begins to pour
cats and dogs as well as thunder and
lightning right around dinner time.
It was a sight almost comical to the
brothers from California, where we
get excited if we see it sprinkling.
The problem with the rain was we
were not able to leave the hotel for
food. What do we do? What any
college student would do when they
don’t feel like leaving their house–
order a pizza. Of course, Iota Pi is
not the only chapter with this idea.
It takes a little over an hour for
the pizza to get here. Meanwhile,
we are starving and exhausted
from a long day of travel without
any lunch and also are worried
we will miss the NIB concert in
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the evening. Luckily, the pizza
comes right in time and we devour
the pizza together. If that’s not
brotherhood, I don’t know what is.
The next day was a jampacked day of workshops and
joint-sessions, as well as reading
band. Iota Pi took turns with
who would be downstairs selling
keychains and pin boxes, items
made by our very own brothers.
That day, the Western District all
went to Disney Springs and had the
pleasure of eating together at Planet
Hollywood. This was a wonderful
opportunity for brothers to reunite
and get to know all the brothers in
the Western District at NatCon who
they may not have known before.
The day ended with a ritual. We
were then rewarded with a free day
on Thursday, where brothers of Iota
Pi spent the day at Disney World!
Friday
and
Saturday
combined were extremely tiring,
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but also rewarding. These were
the main days we really had to go
over what and how we were voting.
We spent long hours caucusing,
and stayed up until 2 in the
morning as a district caucusing in
order to vote Saturday morning.
Although it was exhausting, it was
necessary to make sure we agreed
and made all the points very clear.
In the end, the results were Evan
Thompson for President, Marco
Krcatovich for Vice President,
Jessica Lee for Vice President for
Student Affairs, Nicholas Bratcher
for National Vice President for
Programs, and Douglas Stotter
for Vice President for National
Relations. The convention ended
celebrating with a banquet.

Unfortunately, most of Iota Pi
already booked flights home on
Saturday and had to miss banquet.
National
Convention
2017 was a huge success. It was
incredibly exhausting with very
little sleep, but so worth it. While
closer district events are a great
opportunity to bond with your
own chapter, Nat Con is a great
way for chapters to bond with their
district as well as meet people from
other districts. The next national
convention will be the Centennial
celebration of Kappa Kappa Psi.
While national district events can
be expensive, there are always
ways to make it work through
budgeting wisely and fundraising.
2017 was amazing, but 2019 should
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be even better and I hope to see
even more Iota Pi brothers there!
AEA,
Emma Gracyk
Alpha Gamma (ΑΓ)
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Recruitment

F

or chapters of Kappa Kappa
Psi, recruitment is the art of
opening ourselves up to the
band so that all band members
can see what our organization
stands for, what we do to serve the
bands, and to help those interested
determine if joining Kappa Kappa
Psi aligns with their goals. For
this year’s recruitment at Iota Pi,
our fall quarter has been as much
recruiting new members as it has
been providing ways to serve for
non-members. My goal as Vice
President this quarter was equal
parts to recruit our new membership
class and to present Iota Pi to our
band programs as something for
everyone. This goal was realized in
the tireless work of our committee
chairs and membership through
a series of events spanning the
entire quarter to showcase the best

of what we do. Open to everyone,
the scale of these events ranged
in size from making posters for
upcoming chapter events, to a
pancake breakfast fundraiser, to a
movie night with over 50 attendees.
We aim for everybody in the bands
for to enjoy our events, and for
those that are interested in running
these events and passionate about
our purposes to consider joining.
We are an organization
whose membership is a fraction
of the band program, but our
ambitions must be realized not only
on the chapter level, but also on the
level of Cal Poly’s band programs, on
the level of music education around
the San Luis Obispo county, and
beyond. To best serve the groups
we dedicate our service to, we need
to attract a diverse set of band
members across major, instrument,
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ensemble
participation,
and
identity. In addition to planning
our recruitment events so that
everyone could find something
to enjoy in what we do, we also
revamped our application process
to be more accessible to anybody,
and allow each applicant to shine.
After months of planning and
execution, I am thrilled to say
that our recruitment this year has
culminated in an incoming class
of 23 Membership Candidates
with representation across all
of the ensembles we serve, all
families of instruments and
auxiliary, and majors from 4 of
the colleges at Cal Poly. Iota Pi is
looking forward to seeing what
the Alpha Epsilon class will do.
- Max Rosenberg
Alpha Alpha (ΑΑ)
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Road to Wisdom

A

mong the many votes
conducted at Kappa Kappa
Psi’s National Convention
was the implementation of a new
Membership Education Program
years in the making entitled Road
To Wisdom. Just as technology and
music are continuously evolving
and improving, so too are the
practices of education. One of
the many developments modern
educators have been examining and
incorporating into their teaching is
the rejection of traditional teacherled stand and deliver style lecturing
in favor of a mix of lecture and
activities with a heavier emphasis
on student participation. The
purpose of Kappa Kappa Psi’s
Membership Education Program is
to educate Membership Candidates
on the history and purposes of
Kappa Kappa Psi, give them the
practical and leadership skills
necessary to serve their bands, and
to make them the best possible
brothers. The previous Membership
Education Program provided the
Vice President of Membership the
tools necessary to teach the above
through lecture and modify it with
their own creativity and chapter
resources. The Road To Wisdom
curriculum combines the ingenuity
of professional educators and
brothers across the country to give
Vice Presidents of Membership the
ability to tailor their curriculum
to fit their incoming class and the
needs of their own band programs.
It provides core lesson structures to

ensure all necessary information is
taught, but allows Vice Presidents
of Membership to build the
majority of the lessons themselves
to best accommodate student
learning styles, chapter and band
priorities, and whatever else makes
every chapter unique. Casting a
yes vote on the implementation
of the Road To Wisdom was the
highlight of National Convention;
we came together as a nationwide
organization to improve the ways
we cultivate brotherhood, service,
musicianship, and leadership
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in our new members, and in
doing so enriched future of band
programs across the country.
- Max Rosenberg
Alpha Alpha (ΑΑ)
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Committee Events
Band Social,
Game Night:

O

ne of Band Social
Committee's
biggestturnout events this quarter
was definitely Game Night. This
event (if the name doesn't give it
away) is a night in which members
of all the Cal Poly bands bring
all types of games to the music
building. Iota Pi then reserves
rooms for people to set up their
games in, and the night goes on for
about three hours. While event has
become a quarterly endeavor for
Iota Pi, we added a twist: BYOB.
Bring your own BANANA, that is.
We did this because everyone who
brought a banana was also provided
with ice cream and toppings to
make banana splits. The turnout
was so large that we had to make a
separate trip to get more ice cream!
Overall, the event was a success and
it was great to see people playing
games of all sorts with each other,
and it was even more rewarding
to see friendships being made.

Brotherhood,
Fall Retreat:

Fundraising,
Pancake Breakfast:

B

M

y far, my favorite event that
Brotherhood committee put
on this quarter was Brosgiving for our Fall Retreat. The
event was a Thanksgiving themed
potluck for the whole chapter to
come together and enjoy having
some great food with one another.
After lots of eating, we had an
activity put on my our VPM, Max
Rosenberg, about how to facilitate
discussion better during voting
on the new class because our next
official meeting would be voting
on our potential membership
candidates.
Following this
activity, we had dessert and had a
brotherhood activity where every
brother had a turn to go around in a
circle and talk about something they
are thankful for from our chapter,
band, or anything at all. This was
a really great event just because we
had so many of us from the chapter
come together and be with one
another in a really fun setting where
we weren't having to worry about
official business, budgets, putting
on a service event or anything
like that- we just got to be there
and talk and eat with one another.
- Greg Bridges
Alpha Delta (ΑΔ)
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y favorite event of the
quarter was definitely
the Pancake breakfast.
Although it was our first one, and
we didn’t necessarily generate a
lot of revenue, a fair amount of
band members showed up. Even
more impressive, the majority of
those who showed up were nonbrothers, most of whom ended up
rushing later in the quarter. Overall
it was a great success for its first
time, and I look forward to hosting
it again, new and improved.
- Kieran Althaus
Alpha Gamma (ΑΓ)
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Committee Events
Music,
Instrument Swap

PaPR,
Poster Making Party

Service,
Armory-fest

M

M

M

usic
Committee
members hosted an
instrument
swap
this October. Band members
were encouraged to pick up an
instrument they were unfamiliar
with and received introductory
instruction from members of
KKPSI. Not only did attendees learn
how to play their new instrument,
but they also were taught how to
care for it. All attendees and hosts
left with a new appreciation for
their fellow band members’ skills!
- Paul Gilles
Alpha Delta (ΑΔ)

y favorite event of the
quarter was the Poster
Making Party. We made
posters for several of our other
events, including Game Night and
concert receptions. The posters
had arrows and room numbers
which could point visitors to the
right location, as well as some fun
artwork to catch the eye. We had
about 10 people show up, which
was more than enough to get the
posters done. There were also
snacks available and music playing
over the speakers, so I think
overall people had a lot of fun!
- Sean Gonzales
Alpha Beta (ΑΒ)
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y favorite event that
service
committee
put on this quarter
is definitely Armory-Fest. It
was great to help the uniform
managers take inventory, polish
brass instruments, and generally
clean and organize the armory. Not
only that, seeing so many people
come to the event and enjoying
that they were helping out was
really rewarding. We also provided
fixings for sandwiches, and people
seemed to really enjoy that too!
- Sarah Wattenberg
Alpha Beta (ΑΒ)
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aea & mlitb

iota pi
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